s during the past 15 years,
es to turning deals that create jobs, none has
assed Dallas-Fort Worth.

The Dallas-
Fort Worth
metro has
been on a

hot streak -
for more
than a
decade. Find
out what
makes this
region so
attractive to
a diverse
group of
industries.

but when it

By Jennifer LeClaire
t's big business these days in the
I “Big D" and “Cowtown.” Indeed,
Dallas-Fort Worth led the Souwth -
and the nation - in job creation during
the 1990s, and the region is still grow-
Ing strong.

DFW ranked first in the nation for
employment growth in the 1990s,
adding a total of 760,600 net new jobs,
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Second-ranked Aftlanta was
nearly 100,000 jobs behind, and the
widely reported San Francisco Bay area
did not even break the 600,000 mark.

The big question is why? Why have
companies been including DFW in site
selection more often? Why is DFW con-
tinually coming out at or near the top of
the heap? Of course, there is no single
answer, It's the synergies that come
from being a legistics hub with a world-
class labor force, a telecommunications
infrastructure and muoch more that
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make DFW a force to be reckoned with,

“When companies are looking for a
location in the middle of the country,
south of cold weather in a big market
with a big airport, DFW shows up on the
list for consideration,” says Mike Rosa,
vice president of economic development
at the Greater Dallas Chamber. “There
are tons of attributes and not a lot of
negatives for the region.”

THE LOW COST OF DOING BUSINESS

The cost of doing business and the
cost of living are two of the key attrib-
utes attracting world headquarters -
and plenty of industrial interests - to
DFW, The owerall costs, including gro-
cery items, housing, utilities, trans-
portation, health care and other miscel-
laneous goods and services, totals 91 on
the American Chamber of Commerce
Research Association’s 1st Ouarter 2007
Cost of Living Index. The national awver-
age is 100,

The Dallas Skyline






