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Toyota-Chattanooga

Mike - I've been asked to contact you. I recently reitired from Toyota,
but still serve as a consultant to Toyota on issues such as site selection
- and I was heavily involved in this one -and I'm at Tupelo today.

1. The Chattanooga site is an excellent site. It met all of our criteria,
and is an acceptable site for an assembly plant in all respects - and I
expect that someone will put a plant there some day. The State's incentive
package was generous - and the Governor, you and the Congressional
delegation worked agressively on this project.

2 We did not reject the site because it was a former Superfund site or
brownfield. Not all of our sites have been greenfields - in fact we took
over an old GM assembly plant for our first assembly plant in the US
(NUMMI). Toyota is also expanding its technical center in Michigan on a
brownfield site. The Chattanooga site has been cleaned up - and 2 law
firms and our environmental department said it was ok to use for an
assembly plant.

3. The decision to select Tupelo was a close one - and the fact that we
selected Tupelo should not be considered as a negative comment on
Chattanooga. I'd personally recommend to anyone looking for an assembly
plant site to look at Chattanooga. We started off this process by
considering sites in 20 states. From those 20 states, we carefully
narrowed down the list of sites - and to be designated a finalist, a
site had to meet Toyota's demanding criteria. Chattanooga met those
criteria - and that's why we made it a finalist.

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
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